JAN - DEC 2023

y \
z I N E: KARACHI PRESS CLUB
JJ-D

For Members only

EDITION
Inauguration W Capacity Building @ Inauguration
Women Complex 08 Workshops Fitness & Sports Complex

Memories of XA Solidarity with Interview
Prof. Shahida Kazi 18 Palestinian journalists Shamim Akhtar

www.kpc.com.pk



apr

Pearl Anniversary

Asiatic Public Relations Network (Pvt.) Ltd.

Karachi - Lahore - Islamabad

APR is a leading communications & public relations agency and a pioneer of PR in Pakistan.
We celebrated the 30th anniversary of our founding in 2022 and are looking ahead at the next 30 years!.

Our services include: public relations counseling, media services, strategic writing,
publications, creative design, stakeholder engagement, issue & crisis management,
event management, digital PR, CSR & sustainability, trainings, audio visual production.

Karachi Lahore Islamabad
13-A, Hasan Homes, Office # 113, 1st Floor, Flat # 1, Block 17,
Block 5, Clifton, Karachi Al-Hafeez Heights, 65-D, Ghalib Road, G-7/1, Islamabad
Contact # +92 21 35837674, Gulberg 3, Lahore Contact # +92 51 2204114
+92 21 35867576, +92 21 35372402 Contact # +92 42 35758896

www.apr.com.pk info@apr.com.pk




EDITORIAL
COMMITTEE

Editor-in-Chief
Saeed Sarbazi

Executive Editor
Shoaib Ahmed

Editor English Section
Sheher Bano

Editorial Assistance
Sagib Sagheer
Lubna Khalid

Photographer
Muhammad Nasir
Saeed Lashari
Qazi Nasir

Designing
Mehfooz Aleem

Concept, design
& editorial services by

APy

Asiatic Public Relations Network (Pvt.) Ltd.

MESSAGE FROM
SECRETARY

Serving the Karachi Press Club was a great
honour for me. As a prestigious institution,
the Karachi Press Club has steadfastly
upheld the rules of freedom of expression,
journalistic  integrity, = advocacy  for
oppressed classes, and the preservation
of democracy for the past 70 years.

Its great history, intertwined with luminaries
such as Prince Karim Aga Khan, Hakeem
Muhammad Saeed, Abdul Sattar Edhi, Dr.
Abdul Qadeer Khan, Dr. Abdul Salam,
Habib Jalib, Faiz Ahmed Faiz, Munir Niazi, and Professor Shahida
Qazi among several other towering persondlities, who were
granted honorary membership, has made it an exceptional place.
This honour bestowed upon them not only reflects their eminence
but dlso elevates the status of the press club.

Upon assuming the role of Secretary in January 2023, our focus
was on elevating the club's standing, ensuring members' well-being,
honing professional skills, expanding journalist housing, and
enhancing health facilities. Through collaborative efforts with
leaders, committees, the Sindh government, and well-wishers, we
transformed the Karachi Press Club into Green Park.

Other notable achievements include upgrading the Sports and
Fitness Complex, establishing the Professor Shahida Qazi Women
Complex, and introducing the Shabana Shafig Dental Clinic,
alongside providing essential health facilities in various hospitals.

The governing body's commitment to progress and development
of the press club is evident in the acquisition of plots for 700 new
members and advancements in the journdlist colony. Overcoming
obstacles with the support of the Sindh government and relevant
institutions, we successfully progressed towards our housing goals.

Throughout the year, the Karachi Press Club remained a vibrant
centre for social, literary, cultural, and scientific activities, hosting
events like the Family Picnic, Independence Birds Show, Family Fun
Gala, and Family Barbecue, attracting numerous members and
their families.

We have also been raising voice on issues of Pakistani journalists
while we were the first press club to hold a protest demonstration
to express solidarity with Palestinian journalists, who have been
rendering historic sacrifices to bring the true face of Israeli to fore
as it is committing war crimes against Palestinians.

The journey of progress and development, initiated 15 years ago
under leadership of the democrats, continued seamlessly with the
effective contributions of our governing body. Inshallah, the next
body will carry forward this legacy.

Shoaib Ahmed

Secretary - Karachi Press Club



GOVERNING BODY - 2023
KARACHI PRESS CLUB

SAEED SARBAZI

President

Muhammad Saeed Sarbazi is the News Editor in Daily Business Recorder, who brings with
him a diversified experience of working in the field of journdlism. He is a human rights
activist, member of Pakistan Federal Union of Journdlists (PFUJ), Karachi Union of
Journdlists (KUJ) and Ex- VP KPC, ex-GB member of KPC.

SHOAIB AHMED

Secretary

After completing his Master's degree from Karachi University in Mass Communication
Shoaib started his career from Daily Jang After working in print media, he moved to
electronic media and came in the production field. Currently, he is working at News One in
the news production deptt. Before assuming the position of the Secretary of KPC he held
the role of Assistant Secretary General at PFUJ, served as the General Secretary of KUJ,
and a member of the Executive Council of the Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists at
different junctures. He is also a member of the Arts Council of Pakistan.

MUSHTAQ SOHAIL

Vice President

Mushtaqg Sohail is a senior journdlist and has long experience of working in both print and
broadcast media. Currently, he is serving as the Bureau Chief of Daily Kawish. He has
covered a wide range of topics including pdlitics, social issues, and human rights. He is highly
respected in the media industry due to unbiased reporting and his insightful analysis have
earned him a strong following among readers and peers dlike. His in-depth understanding
of regional and national issues, coupled with his ability to present them in a compelling
manner, has made him a prominent figure in the media field.

EHTISHAM SAEED QURESHI

Treasurer

With 25 years of invaluable experience in the field of journdlism, he is presently serving as
the Executive Editor at Daily Ummat. Additionally, he has been chosen as the elected
representative of both Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists (PFUJ) and Karachi Union of
Journalist (KUJ), showcasing his extensive involvement and leadership within the media
industry. His dedication to upholding journalistic integrity and promoting press freedom has
earned him respect and admiration within the industry.

MUHAMMAD ASLAM KHAN
Joint Secretary

Senior journdlist Aslam Khan has been working in various capacities in different
newspapers & news channels during his three decades of experience in the field. Currently
he is working in Samaa TV as its Bureau Chief. Starting his professional journey from Daily
Jasarat in 1991-992, he moved to daily Jang London in 1993. From 1994 to 2004, he
worked in Urdu News Jeddah. The year 2005 brought him in the field of electronic media,
a new journey for him. After that there was no looking back and he served in AAJ TV,
Express News, Dunya TV, Capital TV and now Samaa TV.
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MEMBER GOVERNING BODY - 2023

SHAMS KERIO

Since 1896, Shams has contributed to both Urdu and Sindh media. Starting as a sub-editor at
Awmi Awaz, he quickly transitioned to field reporting He also served as Editor at Daily
Mugadmo for a year. Currently, a reporter at Duniya News, he was elected twice as joint
secretary of KPC and now working as its Governing Body member as well as heading the Plot
and Development Committee of KPC. Earlier he organized trainings under the Skil
Development committee of KPC,

RAFIQUE BASHIR

In the year 1892, Rafig Basheer began his career in journalism with the Daily Jang Karachi. At
first, he worked as a dedicated reporter before eventually moving up to become an editor.
Throughout his tenure, he reported on a wide range of industries and departments,
demonstrating his versatility in the field of journalism. Furthermore, he also took on the role of
hosting the "Agj Ke Bhao" program on Geo News TV, expanding his already diverse career in
journalism.

ZULFIQAR ALIRAJPAR

Journalist, writer, and columnist, Rajpar is currently serving as Staff Reporter at Daily Awami
Awaz Karachi. With over 25 years of experience, he has received numerous awards for his
exceptional journdlistic achievements. He faced arrest by the police alongside fellow journclists
for defending press freedom during General Pervaiz Musharraf's regime. Zulfigar is an active

» W social and human rights activist. He has dlso served as a former member of the Governing
Body of the Karachi Union of Journalists.

MUHAMMAD FAROOQ SAMI

A Karachi-based journalist with 14 years of experience in Print, Electronic, and Digital Media,
Farooq is serving as a Senior Court Reporter at ARY NEWS. His expertise lies in reporting on
court proceedings, judicial matters, corruption, human rights violations, terrorism, and issues
related to religious parties. Proficient in editing, reporting, feature and short story writing, he
also produces short documentaries. He has also taught subjects such as media ethics, conflict
reporting, and court reporting at various universities and educational institutions.

KULSOOM JAHAN

With a Master's degree in Mass Communication, Kulsoom Jahan is a sports journalist and
content writer. She brings a wealth of proven work experience, showcasing solid research and
data-gathering skills. Her exceptional editing and writing abilities, coupled with hands-on
experience in publishing tools, reflect a high level of proficiency. Additionally, she holds a good
understanding of SEO practices.

ZULFIQAR ALIWAHOCHO

Graduating in Economics, he entered the field in 1899 and has since accumulated 24 years of
diverse media experience, both in print and broadcast. Primarily a political reporter, he's
earned numerous awards for his reporting. A social activist and human rights advocate, his
writings often delve into environmental and social issues. Inducted into the KPC body for the
first time, he serves as the Chairman of the Park Committee, leading efforts to enhance club's
aesthetic appeal by fostering a green environment.

MUHAMMAD RAMEEZ VOHRA

Commencing his career in 2003, Rameez Vohra began as an Assistant Cameraman at Dhoom
TV, did freelancing for Reuters Pakistan and then served as Video Journalist and field
producer. He is Pakistan's first Helicam operator. Doing crime beats and covering the Lyari
gang war and bomb blasts, he sustained injuries in one such incident, but his video made prior
to injury, was widely circulated by both national and international media, earning him an award
for his sense of responsibility and courage.
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Former Presidents and Secretaries

(Igbal Hasan Burney, Chairman Ad-hoc Committee In 1958)

04

Sr. # President
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Muhammad Ashir
Muhammad Ashir
Muhammad Ashir
Zamiruddin Ahmed
Jafar Nagvi

Safdar Ali Qureshi
Safdar Ali Qureshi
Sultan Ahmed

K.M. Ishanullah

Abrar Hasan Siddiqui
Safdar Barlas

Anwer Hussain

Anwer Hussain

Anwer Hussain

Abrar Hasan Siddiqui
Hamdan Amjad Ali
Hamdan Amjad Ali
Naseer Brohi

Ashfak Bokhari

Huzoor Ahmed Shah
Ashfak Bokhari

Abdul Hameed Chhapra
Abdul Hameed Chhapra
Abdul Hameed Chhapra
Abdul Hameed Chhapra
Abdul Hameed Chhapra
Mahmood Ali Asad
Aftab Syed

Mahmood Ali Asad
Mahmood Ali Asad
Huzoor Ahmed Shah
Salahuddin Haider
Saleem Asmi

Saleem Asmi

Hasan Abidi

Salahuddin Haider

M. Sabihuddin Ghausi
A. Habib Khan Ghori

A. Habib Khan Ghori
Azhar Adil Lari

Ali Igbal Qureshi
Khurshid Tanweer
Khurshid Tanweer

M. Sabihuddin Ghausi
M. Sabihuddin Ghausi
Nizamuddin Siddiqui

M. Sabihuddin Ghausi
Ghazi Salahuddin

M. Sabihuddin Ghausi
Najeeb Ahmed
Muhammad Imtiaz Khan Faran
Muhammad Imtiaz Khan Faran
Tahir Hasan Khan

Tahir Hasan Khan
Muhammad Imtiaz Khan Faran
Muhammad Imtiaz Khan Faran
Fazil Jamili

Fazil Jamili

Sira] Ahmed

Ahmed Khan Malik
Muhammad Imtiaz Khan Faran
Muhammad Imtiaz Khan Faran
Fazil Jamili

Fazil Jamili

Saeed Sarbazi

KARACHI PRESS CLUB

Secretary YEAR
Igbal Hasan Burney 1959-60
S. Manzural Hasan 1960-61
S. Manzural Hasan 1961-62
Zawar Hasan 1962-63
Ashab Nagvi 1963-64
Asghar H. Rizvi 1964-65
Haleem Ahmed 1965-66
Huzoor Ahmed Shah 1966-67
S.M. Ashraf 1967-68
S.M. Fazal 1968-69
S.M. Fazal 1969-70
Hamdan Amjad Ali 1970-71
Mirza Ismail 1971-72
Mirza Ismail 1972-73
Muhammad Jami 1973-74
Muhammad Jami 1974-75
Mirza Ismail 1975-76
A. Habib Khan Ghori 1976-77
A. Habib Khan Ghori 1977-78
A. Habib Khan Ghori 1978-79
A. Habib Khan Ghori 1979-80
Zafar Qureshi 1980-81
Manzoor Siddiqui 1981-82
A. Habib Khan Ghori 1982-83
Mujhid Barelvi 1983-84
Mujhid Barelvi 1984-85
Alimuddin Pathan 1985-86
M. Sabihuddin Ghausi 1986-87
Tahir Najmi 1987-88
Tahir Najmi 1988-89
Mazhar Abbas 1989-90
Altaf Siddiqui 1990-91
Altaf Siddiqui 1991-92
Tahir Najmi 1992-93
Tahir Hasan Khan 1993-94
Tahir Hasan Khan 1994-95
Amir Zia 1995-96
Yusuf Khan 1996-97
Mazhar Abbas 1997-98
Mazhar Abbas 1998-99
Yusuf Khan 1999-2000
Wali Rizvi 2000-01
Najeeb Ahmed 2001-02
Najeeb Ahmed 2002-03
Khurshid Abbasi 2003-04
Khurshid Abbasi 2004-05
Najeeb Ahmed 2005
Najeeb Ahmed 2006
Muhammad Imtiaz Khan Faran 2007
Muhammad Imtiaz Khan Faran 2008
A.H. Khanzada 2009
A.H. Khanzada 2010
Moosa Kaleem 2011
Moosa Kaleem 2012
Amir Latif 2013
Amir Latif 2014
A.H. Khanzada 2015
A.H. Khanzada 2016
Magsood Ahmed Yousufi 2017
Magsood Ahmed Yousufi 2018
Arman Sabir 2019
Arman Sabir 2020
Muhammad Rizwan Bhatti 2021
Muhammad Rizwan Bhatti 2022
Shoaib Ahmed 2023
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First Lady of Pakistan Begqum Samina Arif Alvi
Inaugurated the Prof. Shahida Kazi

Marks Historic Milestone In Nation’s Journalism History

Following extensive preparation First Lady of Pakistan
Begum Samina Arif Alvi, inaugurated the "Professor
Shahida Kazi Wormen Complex" at the Karachi Press
Club on December 02, 2023. The first of its kind in the
nation's press clubs’ history. While touring the complex,
she lauded the KPC's initiative in naming the complex
after Prof. Shahida Kazi, recognizing her significant
influence on journalists. The KPC had awarded Shahida
Kazi its life membership before her recent passing,

Addressing the inaugural ceremony, the First Lady
highlighted the complex's role in supporting women's
professional responsibilities while balancing family
commitments. While highlighting the need to boost
women's participation in economic activities, Mrs. Alvi
called for continued media efforts in raising awareness
about breast cancer, the rights of persons with
disabilities, and mental health.

Giving details of the Women Complex, member of the
KPC governing body Kulsoom Jahan in her introductory
remarks said, “The Women Complex, offering gym
facilities, workstations, restroom and entertainment
spaces, is a refreshing addition for KPC's women
members, who now will be having their exclusive space
for rest and recreation along with understating their
day to day work,” she added.

KPC President Saeed Sarbazi and Secretary Shoaib
Ahmed deemed the complex a crucial step in socially
uplifting women in Pakistan, particularly in journalism.
On the occasion, Begum Samina Arif Alvi was also
granted life membership by the President Saeed
Sarbazi and Secretary Shoaib Ahmed.

Attending the ceremony were prominent figures,
including Dr. Prof. Yasmeen Kazi, Vice President KPC
Mushtag Sohail, Treasurer Ehtisham Saeed Qureshi,
Joint Secretary Aslam Khan, Member Governing Body
Kulsoom Jahan, Shams Keerio, Zulfigar Rajpar, Faroog
Sami, Zulfigar Wahoocho, DG PID Karachi Irum Tanveer,
Senior Journalists Shamim Akhter, Razia Sultana,
Shehar Bano, Moona Siddigui, Humaira Ather, Fouzia
Nasir, Nadra Mushtag, Sheema Siddiqui, Bilgees Jahan,
Rabab lbrahim, Kashmala Najeeb, Tahir Siddigui,
Magsood Yousufi, Hassan Abbas, AH. Khanzada, Imtioz
Faran, Abid Hussain, Tahir Hassan Khan, Secretary
Liasion Committee Sagib Sagheer, Secretary Vigilance
Committee Kafeel Uddin Faizan, Ehtisharmn Mufti,
Rizwan Amir, Donors M. Hanif Gohar, Jamshed Ahmed
and Basir Zaidi, Chairperson Mass Communication
Department Ms Asmat Ara, Madam Yasmin
FarooquiMadam Fouzia Naz, Madam Sadia Mehmood
any many students of Prof Kazi who are now renowned
names of the field.
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The role of women in the development of
any country is immeasurable. Nations that
prioritize equal rights for women lead in the
race for developrment. The Karachi Press
Club (KPC), symbolizing freedom of
expression, exemplifies gender equality in
action. KPC consistently fosters a conducive
environment for women to fulfill their
professional duties with satisfaction.
Whether in KPC elections or other
programs, women members are entrusted
with important roles and responsibilities,
ensuring their full engagement in club
activities.

This year, under the transformative
leadership of KPC President Saeed Sarbazi
and Secretary Shoaib Ahmed, the club has
taken a groundbreaking step by
constructing the country's first Women's
Complex within KPC's premises.

06

This state-of-the-art facility
encompasses a fitness gym, TV hall,

computer lab, restrooms, a prayer
room, and attached bathrooms.
The complex provides a
contemporary space for rest and
recreation, establishing a secure
working platform for women
members. The beautifully
designed hall can accommodate
S0-60 participants for training
workshops and tailored courses.

The establishment of the
Women's Complex positions KPC
as a trailblazer, lauded by many
women journalists as "a breath of
fresh air." Shoaib Ahmed
emphasized that the complex's
purpose is to ensure women feel
at ease, fostering a sense of
belonging at KPC, which is
predominantly male. The objective
is to make KPC a second home for
women, where they have the
freedom to stay, work, and
refresh without hindrance,
promoting independence in their
chosen tasks.

Female members expressed
admiration for the Democrats
panel's efforts, citing the Women's i -
Complex as an example of the e e
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G

club's continuous innovation. They
— commended the mature leadership of
| the Democrats, staunch advocates for
' equal rights, including those of women.

Senior members of KPC expressed

satisfaction, noting that the club

upholds its tradition of granting equal

rights to every member. They hoped

=y other press clubs in the country would

A1 OMEN CUT!IPLEX' ==Tmm follow suit,'increosing _the representation
2 of women in leadership positions.

KPC's President Saeed Sarbazi and
Secretary Shoaib Ahmad described the
Women's Complex as a dream come
true. "Despite limited resources, KPC
strives to dllocate funds judiciously for
the benefit of all members. In addition to
addressing basic needs like
accommeodation, health, and education,
KPC enhances professional life by
providing top-notch facilities such as a
computer lab, digital studio, IT center,
subsidized canteen, and rest and
recreation amenities. The Women's
Complex offers a haven for women to
rest and work, away from the stresses of
the field or workplace,” they maintained.

Special thanks to Mr. Ageel Karim
Dhedhi, Mr. Muhammad Hanif Gohar,
= Jamshed Ahmed and Basir Zaidi for
D | financing this complex.
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Understanding the Uses,
Benefits and Policies of Tik Tok

The Skill Development Committee of the
Karachi Press Club organized an enlightening
workshop titled "Understanding the Uses,
Benefits, and Policies of TikTok." Official trainers
Emad Zafar Head of Communications Pakistan
and South Asia and Syeda Faryal Ali Sr.
Content Strategy Manager TikTok delved into
the intricacies of the platform, covering topics
such as usage, content creation strategies,
ethics, community guidelines, and policies.

The trainers elucidated the process of craftin
engaging and meaningful content on TikTok,
tools for video production, and the platform's
ability to rapidly connect users with a broader
audience.

President Saeed Sarbazi underscored the
significance of social media platforms in

2

modern journalism and emphasized their
responsible usage to meet the evolvin
demands of the field. Secretary Shoaib Ahmed
commended the Skill Development Committee
for its dedication to enhancing digital skills
among journalists and promoting responsible
use of social media.

Highlighting TikTok's role as a petent
communication tool for news and ideas in the
digital age, Hamid-ur-Rahman, Secretary of the
Skills Development Committee, pledged to
continue hosting such workshops in the future.

In the end, The President and Secretary of the
KPC honoured TikTok trainers with KPC
souvenirs, while certificates of appreciation
were presented to the workshop participants.

og
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Art of Storytelling Through

Digital Media

} i
Gl S el R . 3

An interesting workshop on the “Art of Story Telling through Digital Media” was held at Abdul
Hameed Chhapra Board Room at KPC. Organized by Skill Development Committee of Karachi
Press Club, the workshop was conducted by Azhar Ali Khan, KPC member and Senior Executive
Producer at 24 NewsHD.

PIC Organizes A Two-day
Training Workshop For Journalists

A two-day training workshop on tools to 5 @ i E |
identify fake news and counter anti-state = %’i o A
propaganda, organised under the aegis of U

Pakistan Information Center (PIC), a project of
the Press Information Department (PID),
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, was
held in Karachi on May 9 and 10, 2023, at a
private hotel in Karachi.

Participants included members of the Karachi
Press Club, journalists affiliated with various
TV channels and newspapers, as well as
students of media studies. Journalists and
students from other cities of the province,
participated virtually.

Guest speakers, including KPC Secretary
Shoaib Ahmed and other prominent figures,
enlightened the workshop participants about
utilizing tools to discern fake news and counter
propaganda against the state. On the second
day of the workshop, Ms. Iram Tanveer, Direc-
tor General Public Relations at PID, presented
certificates to both the guest speakers as well
as the participants of the workshop.
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Saving, Budgeting, and Managing

Expenditures

KPC Skills Development Committee organized a family
workshop aimed at enlightening press club members and their
families on the principles of saving, budgeting, and managing
expenditures. CEO of Atalig, Shehzad Qamar, provided an
in-depth exploration of creating a household budget while
avoiding unnecessary expenses. The workshop also educated
children on distinguishing between needs and wants,
emphasizing the importance of prioritizing needs to navigate
the challenges posed by escalating inflation.

The objective of the workshop was to inculcate a sense of
future planning, controlling expenses, saving habits, and
exploring opportunities to enhance income. Qamar emphasized
the significance of starting with small savings, asserting that
making incremental changes is more feasible than a complete
lifestyle overhaul.

Key figures at the workshop included KPC's President Saeed
Sarbazi, Secretary Shoaib Ahmed, VP Mushtag Sohail,
Ehtisham Saeed Qureshi, Kulsoom Jahan, Zulfigar Rajpar,
Secretary Skils Development Committee Hamid-ur- Rahman
and Moinullah Khan. At the end of workshop, KPC souvenir was
presented to the trainer Shehzad Qamar.

Budget Reporting

Workshop For Commerce Reporters

Renowned economist Dr. Kaiser Bengali budget on masses. Business reporter Malik
emphasized the budget has evolved into a Tanveer Ahmed shared his experiences in
political document, so complex that even budget reporting with the participants.
journdlists find it challenging to comprehend.

Speaking at a workshop on "Budget Reporting The President, Secretary of KPC and Secretary
for Journalists" organized by the Karachi Press Skills Development Committee Hamid-ur-

Club's Skills and Development Committee, Dr
Bengdlli highlighted a significant reliance on
foreign aid within Pakistan's budget, coupled
with a concerning decline in domestic
production, leading to an economy heavily
dependent on imports.

Rahman presented shields to guests and
distributed certificates to workshop
participants.

Dr Bengali delved into the components of the
budget, elucidating basic terminology and
providing insights into understanding and
reporting on budget details.

Dr. Ifat Ara discussed about the budget
terminology and the tangible impacts of the
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Self-Defense Training Session Held
For KPC Members

In January, the Karachi Press Club organized Centre (MBC) marking the last interview
a self-defense training session for its conducted by any journdlist before 9/11
members, attracting both male and female attacks.

participants.
Atyani, who once endured captivity under the

Baker Atyani, an internationally certified Philippine-based militant group Abu Sayyaf
self-defense instructor with a track record of Group, shared crucial insights from his
training journdlists in the Middle East and experiences in conflict zones. Journalists
Pakistan, conducted the training. expressed their appreciation for the

invaluable tips provided by Mr. Atyani.
He provided valuable tips for members to
defend themselves in adverse situations.

At the conclusion of the training, Mr. Atyani,
who is also a conflict zone reporter, currently
serving as the Asia Bureau Chief of Arab
News, delivered a lecture on conflict zone
reporting. Notably, he interviewed Osama Bin
Laden for the Middle East Broadcasting

First Aid Awareness Session and
CPR Training

IRD Global's WellCheck team conducted a
first-aid training session at Karachi Press
Club in collaboration with Skills Develpment
Committee KPC.

The President and Secretary KPC presented
shields to trainers and distributed certificates
to workshop participants.
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Mobile Journalism Workshop held in

collaboration with CEJ-IBA

To equip our fellow journalists with new trends in
media, the Skill Development Committee of the
Karachi Press Club, in collaboration with CEJ-IBA,
organized a workshop titled “Mobile Journalism” on
August 30, 2023, at the club.

Emmy award-winning video journalist and
documentary television director, Craig Duff, along
with IBA faculty member Shahzeb Ahmed Hashim,
delivered detdiled presentations.

During the workshop, participants were provided
with hands-on learning experiences. Amber Rahim
Shamsi, Director of CEJ-IBA, highlighted the
importance of video journalism.

Karachi Press Club President Saeed Sarbazi, KPC
Secretary Shoaib Ahmed, and governing body
members also participated in the workshop.

In the end, Craig Duff, Shahzeb Ahmed Hashim, and
Amber Rahim Shamsi were presented mementos
with traditional cultural Ajraks.
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KPC Engages In Productive Dialogue
With Chairman Arif Habib Group

The Governing Body of the Karachi Press Club
(KPC) recently convened a meeting with
Chairman Arif Habib Group, Mr. Arif Habib, who
holds a lifetime membership at the Karachi
Press Club and is a prominent businessman.
During the meeting, President of KPC, Saeed

12

Sarbazi, and Secretary Shoaib Ahmed were in
attendance, engaging in a comprehensive
discussion on the health and financial
challenges confronting working journalists.

Furthermore, the members of the KPC
Governing body delved into an analysis of the
current economic scenario in the country and
its deep impact on the journalists’ fraternity.

Chairman Arif Habib expressed his concern
regarding the situation and the future of
Pakistan.

In the follow up of this meeting, Arif Habib
issued Health Cards to the members of KPC
which entitle them to receive free treatment
and lab test facilities at Memon Medical
Institute. KPC members were highly
appreciative of this prompt action by the
chairman of Arif Habib Group.
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KPC unveils
Abdul Maijid Khan

Fitness and Sports

Complex

A pioneering health initiative for members

Caretaker Provincial Information Minister Sindh
Muhammad Ahmad Shah, Mayor Karachi
Murtaza Wahab, President KPC Saeed Sarbazi,
Secretary Shoaib Ahmad, Former Mr. Sindh,
Saeed Jameel and Secretary Fitness and Gym
Committee Tahir Siddiqui inaugurated the "Abdul
Maijid Khan Fitness and Sports Complex" at
Karachi Press Club.

While addressing the inauguration ceremony,
Caretaker Information Minister of Sindh
Muhammad Ahmad Shah shared his 42-years
long association with the club. He recalled the
time when he used to sit with senior journalists
and KPC members and would gain treasure of
knowledge from them. He keeps journdlists
needs close to his heart. He informed that the
Sindh government is actively addressing
journdlists' and womens issues.

President KPC Saeed Sarbazi commended
Ahmad Shah's efforts in using art and culture to
address societal issues. He also termed it an
honour for the club to associate Complex with
senior journalist and member of KPC Late Abdul
Majid Khan's name and its inauguration by
Ahmed Shah. Secretary KPC Shoaib Ahmed
emphasized the significance of health and
fitness for journalists, stating that the newly

inaugurated complex will cater to members' needs.

Shoaib Ahmed thanked Mayor Karachi Murtaza

KPC Magazine - Annual Edition 2023

Wahab for donating fitness machines to the
club’s gym on behalf of his family. Secretary
Fitness and Sports Complex Tahir Siddiqui
acknowledged the support of donors including
Murtaza Wahab, Commissioner Karachi former
education minister Sardar Shah and Director
BBQ Tonight Sardar Rahim in establishing the
Fitness and Sports Complex. The chief guest,
Secretary Sports Complex Tahir Siddigui and
Sulaiman Saadat Khan were presented shields
at the end of the program.
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My Sister

Shahid

Dr. Prof. Yasmeen Kazi

14

Professor Shahida Kazi, a distinguished figure
in both journalism and academia, made
history in 1863 as the sole female student
enrolled in the newly established
Department of Journalism at the University
of Karachi. In 1966, she joined Dawn News,
where she became its first female reporter.
Her professional journey extended to an
18-year tenure at PTV (Pakistan Television).
Prof. Kazi also served as the Chairperson of
the Mass Communication Department at the
University of Karachi. She left an indelible
mark on both the media industry and
academia.

On October 28, 2023, Prof. Kazi passed
away at the age of /9. Recognizing her
contributions, the KPC had honoured her
with a life membership in September this

year. In a fitting tribute to this legendary lady,

the KPC named its newly constructed facility
the "Prof. Shahida Kazi Women Complex" in
her memory. Her legacy lives on as an
inspiration to future generations in the
realms of journalism.

It seems strange for me to be writing this piece.
Even one month ago, | would have never imagined
that | would be losing my sister Shahida, or Shahi,
as she was called in the family. | came into the
world having three older sisters and one brother.
My sister Shahida was the immediately older
sibling. There was a difference of seven years
between us.

linherited her toys to play with along with my own.
| also inherited her outgrown clothes. | wasn't
always happy with that, as some clothes were
identical and | had to wear her similar clothes
after outgrowing mine. She was going to school
when | was a toddler. Growing older, | also
developed an interest in reading and writing.
When Shahida started to learn French at school,
she teased me with the word ‘cochon’, which she
told me meant ‘pig’. | also developed an interest in
learning languages, which helped me as a
paediatrician to communicate with the mothers of
my child patients.

As | grew older, | played word games with her,
improving my vocabulary and general knowledge.
We played ‘Name, Place, Animal, Thing', ‘Be Quick'.
“Twenty Questions', 'Charades’ and different
games from that era.

| tried to read her books and magazines along with
mine. When | was old enough to read novels, |
developed an interest in reading Agatha Christie,
as she did.

We also went to see movies, listened to the radio
and read the magazines of that time.
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Our nephew's wife Huma with her grandchild,
Shahida and .

The Readers’ Digest was always a popular, loved
magazine for us. In our young days, | suffered her
teasing, her anger and also enjoyed her
companionship and addition to my knowledge.

Shahida always liked to be ‘different’ from other
people. | preferred to be conventional and fit in".
When the time came to choose a career, she
selected journalism, although at that time, most
women became doctors or teachers. She was
stubborn in what she wanted. She would tell our
parents, ‘Meri Marzi', ‘'my choice’, and they often
went with that.

She joined Karachi University as the only female
student in the Journalism Department. She turned
out to be the best student and won a gold medal.
That was a matter of pride for the whole family.
Then, she joined ‘Dawn’ as the first female
reporter. Afterwards, she joined television news
and became a news producer.

On the personal side, she chose someone to
marry. My mother let her marry with her own
choice. She did so. My father had died by then.
There were ups and downs in family life. My
mother died. Shahida and her family came to live
with us. There were problems. We bought a
separate house and so did they.

Later, she took a divorce. Shahida always set her
own goals and standards and went along with her
own beliefs, regardless of what others thought or
said. She lived independently, alone, even after her
son, her only child grew up and married.

She gave up her television job and started teaching
at the university in her department, which was now
known as Mass Communications. She was forthright
and encouraged her students to speak their mind,
which made her popular with them.
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Her home was at a distance from mine, so we did
not visit each other frequently. On Eid, she would
come to our home and go visiting with us. She
often stayed overnight. On family functions such
as weddings, we often went together. When we
did not meet, we remained in touch on the phone.

She published her memoirs, brief and frank. She
gave me some copies for myself and to distribute
to our close relations, which | did. Her life had
indeed been 'Sweet, Sour and Bitter'.

An old family picture. Me with my parents,
sisters and nephew. Around 1960.

She was close to a student of hers and remained
so till the end. He was her ‘soul child'. It was his
family who communicated to me that she was not
well. | went to see her and told her to get her
investigations done, but she was reluctant. She
insisted that she was well. When we got her
investigated and found something alarming, she
still took it calmly. She died peacefully two days
after an endoscopy, leaving everyone sad and in
disbelief. At least, she went without much suffering
and was independent till the end, as she wished to
be.

Farewell, my sister Shahi. You will always be missed
by your family as well as your students. Your life
was indeed, ‘A Life Well Lived'. Adieu till we meet
again.

Secretary KPC Shoaib Ahmed addressing the
Life Membership awarding ceremony of
Prof. Dr. Shahida Kazi
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Workshop's Fellows Visit KPC

Journalists from across the country, who
took part in the CEJ-IBA fellowship workshop,
arrived at the Karachi Press Club where they
toured various departments and engaged
with senior members of the club. President
Karachi Press Club Saeed Sarbazi and
Secretary Shoaib Ahmed extended a warm
welcome to the guests, providing a brief
introduction to the Karachi Press Club and its
historical significance.

Vice President KPC Mushtag Sohail along with
Governing Body members Faroog Sami and
Zulfigar Rajpar, former Director of CEJ Kamall
Siddiqui, former President Imtiaz Khan Faran,
senior journalist Mazhar Abbas, former
Secretary KPC AH. Khanzada and Fahmida
Yousufi were also present on the occasion.
The President and the Secretary of the club
presented Ajraks, a traditional gift from Sindh,
to all the visiting guests.

s . | R R
. * +
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United Nations (Pakistan) And The KPC Agree To
Enhance Mutual Cooperation And Facilitation

]

The United Nations Pakistan and Karachi Press
Club agree to collaborate for the betterment of
the club's members. The UN delegation, led by

UN Resident Coordinator Julien Harneis;
Country Director National Information Officer
Mehwish Ali and other senior officials. KPC
President Saeed Sarbazi and Secretary Shoaib
Ahmed welcomed and briefed the guests on
the rich history and activities of the Karachi
Press Club.

President KPC Saeed Sarbazi informed the
team about KPC's high values and ethos while
championing the cause of press freedom and
providing a secure platform for political and
social activists to freely express their views. He
expressed club's desire to establish a
collaborative relationship with the United
Nations.

Secretary KPC, Shoaib Ahmed, underscored
the challenges journdlists face in covering
events at the national and international levels,
particularly in conflict zones. He urged the UN
delegation to support journdlists attending UN
sessions and recognize the introduction letter

issued by the KPC as an authentic document.
Ahmed also briefed the UN delegation about
the modern boardroom and seminar room,
Digital Lab used for awareness programs and
training workshops for journalists.

UN Resident Coordinator Julien Harneis agreed
to strengthen cooperation with KPC in
facilitating journdlists' coverage of UN activities.
This includes providing accreditation for
international events, sharing of information on
the activities of various UN agencies and
conducting joint workshops and seminars.

Country Director Catherine assured that she
would remain in touch with the club to address
journalists' problems and establish a stronger
working relationship. As a gesture of
appreciation, traditional Sindhi Ajraks and
shields were presented to the visiting
delegates.

Senior Journalist Zulfigar Shah, Imran Ali Syed ,
Zain Ali, Igtidar Anwer were also present with
Governing Body KPC.

Trainee Officers of Information

Services Academy Visit KPC

A delegation from the Specialized Trainin
progrom of the Information Service Academy

of the Federal Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting visited the Karachi Press Club.
Led by Director General Saeed Ahmed Shaikh,
the delegation included Deputy Director
General Sana Hamid and Officers Sabiha
Chand, Ayesha Athar, Roha Khan, Anam Awan,
Arfa Hussain, and Alishba Fatima Tajwer.

The Secretary Karachi Press Club Shoaib
Ahmed along with Joint Secretary Aslam Khan,
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Treasurer Ehtisham Saeed Qureshi, members
Governing Body Rafig Bashir, Zulfigar Rajpar,
Kulsoom Jahan, Rameez Vohra, Vice President
PFUJ Sheher Bano, former Vice President KPC
Shazia Hassan, Photographer Qaiser Khan and
Manzar Elahi welcomed the delegation.

Secretary Shoaib Abhmed briefed the
delegation on the Club's ongoing struggle to
uphold democratic norms and freedom of
expression in the country. He emphasized the
club's commitment to strengthening journalism
as the fourth pillar of the state, with the
primary objective of safeguarding and
promoting freedom of expression and ensuring
access to information for the public. He also
highlighted KPC's key role in eliminating black
laws against press freedom with the support of
journdlist bodies.
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Pakistani Journalists in Solidarity W|th

PALESTINIAN .

- JOURNALIST

Naimat Khan

Hundreds of Pakistani journdlists, along with their
families, marched in the southern port city of
Karachi on November 8, 2023, to protest against
the kilings of Palestinian journdlists by the Israeli
military in Gaza.

According to the international non-profit
organization Committee to Protect Journdlists,
more than S0 journalists and media workers have
lost their lives since Israel started pounding Gaza
with airstrikes on Oct. 7. Israeli forces have also
killed several family members of Palestinian
journalists as they wage a war that has primarily
targeted women and children in the densely
populated area.

The Gaza Solidarity March was organized by
journdlists in Karachi and attended by the
leadership of the Karachi Press Club and all
journdlists' unions. Hundreds of men, women, and
children angrily chanted slogans and held placards
as they walked from the Karachi Press Club to the
Sindh Governor House in the metropolis.

LU R TR TR
canfinwes fo

~ We shall not

Some placards were inscribed with messages
such as 'End targeting of Journalists,' "The truth
cannot be silenced by journdlists’ deaths,' and
‘Western human rights discourse is buried under
the rubbles in Gaza,' decrying the world's silence
amid increasing hostilities in Palestine.

“They [Palestinian journdlists] are being attacked
for exposing the brutality of Israel, and Israel's
intent is clear: to shoot the messenger,” G.M.
Jamali, President of the Pakistan Federal Union of
Journalists (PFUJ), said in his speech. Jamali
called on the International Federation of
Journalists to pressurize the Israeli government
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to stop attacking journalists. AH. Khanzada,
Senior journalists and PFUJ-Dastoor
Secretary-General, condemned the western
media’s “double standards” in covering Israel’s
war in Gaza.

“The journdlists from the west come and
lecture us on media ethics,” Khanzasla said.
‘But when it comes to covering conflicts
involving Israel, they forget to '
follow those rules,” he
lamented.

More than 21,000
Palestinians have been
kiled since Oct. 7,
according to Palestinian
officials, with the majority
being women and children.
At least 58 percent of all
residential units in Gaza, or
212,000 homes, have :
been damaged, officials
say.

Without fuel and

electricity, hospitals have
been working on

solar-powered generators.
Hundreds of thousands |
remain at risk of diseases amid ll;"
a severe shortage of medicines
and relief items in the territory.

Karachi Press Club President
Saeed Sarbazi blamed American
and Isrceli leaders for the killing

of Palestinian journalists in Gaza.
“The United States and some
self-proclaimed Muslim countries,
through their criminal silence, have
empowered Israel to perpetrate
ruthless acts against unarmed
Palestinians with impunity,” he said.
Secretary Karachi Press Club Shoaib
Ahmed said both the UN and
international journdlist organizations
had turned a blind eye to what was
happening to journalists in Palestine.

"y
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| “We would have seen widespread protests by
journdlists rather than a world journalist
movement had journdlists been killed in the west
in such large numbers,” he observed.
KUJ-D president Khalil Nasir said Pakistani
journdlists proved that they were standing with
their Palestinian brothers and sisters in their
times of needs.

Senior journalist Mazhar Abbas while paying
glowing tribute to the Palestinian journdlists, said:
“The journdlists in Palestine have been bringing
the truth to the fore, for which they deserve
appreciation,” he said, adding journalists across
the world should stand with Palestinian journalists
who have rendered exemplary sacrifices.

Former Secretary Karachi Press Club Aamir

_ Latif said journalists worldwide
_&&°  should consider it their duty
T i to highlight “Israeli brutality”
! against the people of
Palestine. "We Pakistani
journdlists stand by our
Palestinian fellows, who have
shown immense courage to
the world,” Latif said.

KUJ secretary Adgjiz
Jamali, KUJ-Dastoor
General Secretary
Naimat Khan, PFUJ's
vice president
Sheher Bano, PPAP
* president Jameel
AlPned, senior
journol.ist Javed
9 Chaudhry, and others
% also spoke at the rally.

‘Gazais an open-air prison
for Palestinians. In its attack
on civilian installations,
especially hospitals, mosques,
bazaars, homes, Israel has
committed war crimes and has
violated 1949 Geneva
7 Conventions. Death of people

» due to power cuts and
g, NON-provision of oxygen and
. depriving the wounded and sick
proper medical treatment is also
agtinst the UN declaration of
hurnan rights. International human
rights bodies’ silence on these war

crimes is shameful,” said Sheher Bano,
VP-PFUJ.

!

W Senior journalist Nadra Mushtaq said journdlists’
" lives should be protected so that they can
perform their duties. “We stand in solidarity with
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our Palestinian colleagues,” she added.

Former President KPC Imtiaz Khan Faraan, said, “It
is high time that a case is registered against Israel
for all the atrocities meted out to Palestinian in
Gaza at the International Court of Justice.”

The rally was attended by leading journdlists,
news anchors, and families of the journalists. Geo
News anchor, Muhammad Junaid, Waijih Sani,
former secretary KPC and editor Nai Baat
Magsood Yousufi, editor Daily Jasarat, Muzafar
Ejoz, The News' Opinion pages' editor Zebunnisa
Burki, and media consultant Anila Khwaja were
among the leading journalists who attended the
march.

Earlier, senior journdlists recorded their solidarity
messages for the campaign on social media.

Naimat Khan is currently associated with Arab News, an
English daily published by Saudi Research and Marketing
Group (SRMG). Saudi Arabid’s largest mediagroup. With a
career spanning over two decades, he has worked with
English, Urdu, and Pashto media, both local and international.
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Empowered emissary:
Chronicles of a

Woman

Journalis

e

An interview with Shamim Akhtar k

Sheher Bano

Shamim Akhtar, a seasoned journalist, an
awarding winning writer of many books, and
esteemed member of the Karachi Press Club,
belongs to a generation of journalists who
viewed journalism as a true passion. After doing
her Master's from Karachi University in
Philosophy, she joined Journalism in 1967. During
her employment she did a course in Journalism
frorn Thomson Foundation and then another
course in Editing of children’s books with the

collaboration of National Press Trust and UNICEF.

With a career spanning 50 years in the field, with
29 years, including 2l years as the Editor, she
has been associated with Akhbar-e-Khawateen,
the country's first women's weekly. Although she
is not easily compelled to write, anything she
pens becomes a highly sought-after read. Her
autobiography, "Dil men chubhey kante" (The
thorns in the heart), is exquisitely crafted,
captivating readers from the first page to the
last. The interwoven themes, coupled with her
distinctive style, leave readers in awe, offering
female journdlists a relatable reflection on their
own journeys.

While she is widely recognized as an art critic
and writer on politico-social subjects, her journey
in the field transcends boundaries. Writing for
prominent newspapers such as Dawn, The News
International, The Nation, Weekly Mag, and Daily
News, she has also contributed to international
journals in the UK and the United States. While
going down memory lane, in her exclusive
interview for KPC magazine, she said, “Since my
childhood, | have harbored a deep love for work.
Our family, unwaveringly committed to
education, ensured that neither | nor my sisters
bore the weight of household responsibilities,
setting us apart from societal norms.”
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Aware of her shortcomings in household chores,
when her husband, Irfan, proposed to her, she
openly acknowledged her imperfections, giving
him the opportunity to reconsider his decision. 'l
confessed my lack of prowess in culinary skills,
and he responded by expressing that he sought
a life partner, not merely a cook," she shared
with her characteristic smile.

"I view my marriage as exemplary. In the early
days of our marriage, on my husband’s query, |
conveyed my aversion to conflicts, as | saw my
parents arguing on petty things. As a result,
we've never had any significant disagreements in
our relationship."

Originally from the city of Peshawar, Shamim
Akhtar moved to Karachi along with her sister
who got admission in a Karachi college. “I had
completed my schooling at St. Joseph's and
pursued a Master's degree in Philosophy of
Religion from Karachi University. My quest for
spiritual fulfilment had been a constant
throughout my life. | devoutly engaged in daily
prayers, fervently seeking blessings for respect
and fame. In hindsight, | realize | should have also
prayed for financial prosperity. Upon completing
my Master's, | joined a teaching career but soon
it took a toll on my overall nature. My
brother-in-law advised me to join
Akhbar-i-Khawateen. My first published story
earned me 15 rupees and for another one after
that | earned 25 rupees.”

On April 1, 1967, she officidlly joined the
newspaper.

“On the same day, | attended a school interview
and not only secured a job but was also offered
transportation—a rare perk at that time. This
gesture markedly strengthened my sense of
independence and the ability to pursue or
relinguish any job at my discretion.
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"To me, all genders are equal. However,
the construction of a women's complex in the current

_context will likely benefit females, considering the increasing
number of women joining the profession”

“After six months of joining the paper, | detected
a sense of conspiracy surrounding me.
Coincidentally, my contract was about to be
made permanent around the same time.
Simultaneously, | applied for and was accepted
to a position at a bank. Without raising any
alarms, | penned my resignation from the
newspaper.”

The newspaper's management was keen to
retain her so a representative from the
management approached her. “I confided in him
about the undercurrent of jealousy | had
perceived. He told me that my resignation would
only serve to gratify my detractors. | accepted
his advice and started writing 'Khanum Ki Diary,’
a very popular column with the readers.”

Following a significant turn of events, the
newspaper's editor, Farhad Zaidi, was dismissed,
leaving the editor's position vacant. A temporary
editor took charge during this period. Despite
encouragement from colleagues, | was resolute
in not letting anyone pressure me into accepting
the position against my will. After returning from
a trip to the USA, Germany, France, and the UK, |
decided to apply for the editor's post. While the
position brought fame, it also attracted envy,
transforming me from the most favored to the
most disliked person in the office," she recalled
with a wry smile.

On a guestion about her interest in Art, “l was
not at adll interested in art. Irfan was directly
associated with the Arts Council. When | received
a golden handshake from Akhbar-i-Khawateen
and went to visit my sister at the Marriott, | met
S M Fazal Sahab, who suggested me to write on
art, with Irfan's assistance, so | developed a
fluency in writing about art.”

Recalling an interesting incident from her career,
she recounted, "When the new wage board
award was announced, providing fuel and
conveyance dllowances to journdlists, | was the
Editor, and Hassan Abidi Sahib was Editor-in-
Charge. During the tribunal hearing, the judge
ruled that only the Editor would receive these

benefits, as the Editor In-Charge held no official | :

position. But | appealed to the judge to equitably
divide the facilities between us. This decision
meant a personal loss for me, even though |
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never received appreciation for this sacrifice.

Shamim Akhtar feels concerned about the lack
of seriousness in contemporary journalism. “The
younger journdlists lack punctuality and
knowledge. They write and express themselves
freely without due diligence, and editors,
regrettably, publish their work without thorough
review,” she showed her concern on the
apparent absence of a wilingness among new
journdlists to seek guidance from their seniors.

“In our career, we never inquired about
remuneration or work schedules. Contrastingly,
the current generation often places more
emphasis on financial gains.”

Akhtar suggested that Press clubs should
maintain a record of our names, ensuring that
our legacy is preserved at least, even when we
are no longer present in this world.

Giving her views on KPC Women Complex, she
stated, "To me, all genders are equal. In the past,
after tiring field reporting, | struggled to find a
place to rest and would often lie on a sofa in the
KPC. This is no longer possible now. Therefore, a
dedicated space for women is a valuable
addition to the rapidly evolving journalism
environment."

Regarding the future of journalism, "There is
chaos in our profession. Not only language but
also the style, mannerisms, and ethical
standards of reporting have taken a nosedive.
Investigative journalism is now scarcely seen.”

The writer works at The News International and
can be reached at: sheheronline@gmail.com
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Newspclper Industry Enters Survwal
Phase Amid Daunting Challenges

“The newspapers had failed to produce editorial content as per the changing reading habits of
the people after the advent of digital and social media. “The Canadian newspapers by and large
have failed to show any creativity or innovation in their content”

Azeem Samar

Massive layoffs, reduction in pages, delay
and curtailment of salaries, shortage of
qualified human resources, ever-declining
readership and sales; and phenomenal
decrease in advertisements; are some of the
main issues currently plaguing the Pakistani
newspaper industry showing well that the
national print media has entered its survival
phase.

The concerned media researchers,
academics, and analysts believe that the
Pakistani print media industry has to
hurriedly introduce innovation and creativity
in its revenue system, operations, and
content to ensure its survival amid stiff
competition from digital and TV news media.

Recently, a video went viral on social media
showing Caretaker Prime Minister, Anwaar ul
Hag Kakar, remarking that Pakistani
newspapers had a very fraudulent business
model. Kakar said that he was responsible for
spending public money on government
advertisements as his family fortune wasn't
used to meet the same expenditure by the
state. “This expense should be subjected to
accountability,” said the interim PM.

He opined that the state shouldn't
uncbatedly release advertisements to medic
when it failed to meet the basic needs of the
people. He gave the example of the UK's
Daily, Guardian, whose website urged its
visitors to donate one pound to meet the
expenditures of the world-renowned
newspaper. He said the Guardian sustained
its operations on the basis of its readership
whereas the newspapers in Pakistan had to
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rely on government advertisements for
running their businesses.

Kakar was of the view that only Pakistan,
India, and Bangladesh had been continuing
with the age-old business model for print
media allowing the state to continuously
subsidise the publishing of newspapers
through government ads.

He said the Pakistani newspapers wanted to
wage the struggle for continuity of
democratic dispensation and freedom of
expression at the expense of the state.

The All Pakistan Newspapers' Society (APNS)
while expressing concern at the interim PM's
remarks said that it seemed the interim PM
didn’t have the correct information about the
Pakistani print media.

The APNS said that it hadn't asked for any
subsidy or grant for continued publishing of
newspapers in the country, as the
government advertisements were published
at highly subsidized rates, that is one-fourth
of the rates of ads of the private sector.

The APNS recalled that the former PM
Shehbaz Sharif had announced to increase
the rates of government ads. While the
summary for increasing the rates has been
pending with the Finance Ministry, the federal
government had to pay Rs 2 billion in dues of
the newspapers. It added that the
newspapers should better withdraw the
subsidised government ad rates if the interim
PM thought that the Pakistani print media
had a flawed business model.
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“The Caretaker PM in his worthy remarks
failed to mention that the government is the
beneficiary of the advertisements it releases
to the newspapers and the main benefit is
the influence it gets to control the media,”
remarked senior journalist Kamal Siddigi, who
also served as the founding director of
Centre of Excellence in Journalism at IBA,
Karachi.

He said the business model of Daily Guardian
mentioned by the caretaker PM is not
relevant in the case of Pakistan due to its low
literacy rate.

“The interesting aspect of the current
scenario is that the print media is fast
transitioning to digital media where the
government isn't the largest advertiser. The
digital arena has many stakeholders and this
situation is welcoming as the government
would eventually lose its power to control the
media,” he said.

“The present caretaker regime has proven to
be a quite repressive regime when it comes
to dealing with the media,” Siddigi added.
Barrister Ammar Khushnood informed this
scribe that the government had stopped
releasing its advertisements to Sahafat
Group of Publication's four print publications
some 45 days back after their
Editor-in-Chief, Khushnood Ali Khan, did @
Vlog criticising the handling of media affairs
by the caretaker regime. The curtailment of
advertisements from federal government as
well as all provincial governments has caused
serious problems for the survival of these
four newspapers.

“Khushnood Ali Khan's Viog had called upon
the government to let the officers of the
Information Service of the federal
bureaucracy manage the affairs of the
Ministry of Information for better handling of
media-government relations,” he maintained
while adding that the ordeal of their print
media publications would come to an end
the moment Kushnood Ali Khan agreed to
delete his Vlog but he wouldn’t do so
because there was nothing wrong with it.

The concerned readers and stakeholders
have been wary of the daily editorial content
produced by the newspapers.

“The newspapers should add value to the
information they are providing to their
readers as the people will not buy and read
print media for the events and happenings
about which they knew much through TV,
digital news media, and social media
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platforms,” remarked Muzhira Amin, a senior
sub-editor and feature writer at Dawn.com.

Canada-based senior Pakistani media
person, Ashar Zaidi, opined that newspapers
were a dying industry all over the world and
the developed countries are no exception to
this.

“I have noticed that there has been @
phenomenal reduction in sales of
newspapers and maps at the convenience
stores in the past 10 years. Similarly, people
don’t purchase maps in the conventional
printed form and newspapers from these
convenience stores after the advent of
Google Maps and smartphone facilities,” he
added.

He said that Metro and several newspapers
belonging to the ethnic media in Canada
were available free of charge to their
readers. “But the visibility of such papers at
stores and different public places has
considerably decreased over the past some
years,” he said.

Zaidi lamented that newspaper subscription
costs were among the few household
expenses, which were readily curtailed by the
families affected by high inflation.

“Toronto Star and Daily Globe and Mail are
two leading newspapers in Canada but there
has been phenomenal downsizing of their
editorial staff due to decline in print media
business,” he said.

The concerned media analysts believe that
the newspaper industry should hasten its
transition to digital media and radically
improve its editorial content to ensure its
survival amid stiff competition in the present
digital era.

Daily Dunya newspaper laid off over 40
editorial staffers from its Karachi station in a
major downsizing and cost-cutting drive in
September 2023. "Except for a maximum of
two of my colleagues at Daily Dunya, none of
the laid-off staffers have so far been
absorbed back into the mainstream media
due to its state of saturation as only TV
news channels might hire them in future,”
said Abid Hussain, who earlier served as the
chief reporter at Daily Dunya and Daily Jang
in Karachi.

Azeem Samar is a senior reporter working
with The News, an English daily that is part of
Jang Group
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Digital Media
and Journalism:
Challenges and Opportunities

Usman Hanif

Digital media comprises of a wide array of
websites, tech devices and videos. Its
components, such as social media platforms,
online news outlets, blogs, podcasts, and
videos, have transformed the way people
consume and produce information. Besides
offering opportunities for journalists, they
have also created new challenges for them.
But keeping in mind the evolving needs and
expectations of their audiences, the
newsmen have to adapt to the changing
media landscape.

One of the main challenges that digital media
poses for the journalists is the competition
for attention and credibility. With the
proliferation of online sources and the ease
of sharing information, the journalists have to
compete with other media outlets, as well as
with citizen journalists, influencers, activists,
and even misinformation and disinformation.
To stand out and maintain their reputation,
they have to provide high-quality, accurate,
and timely information that adds value and
context to the public discourse.

Another challenge that digital media brings
for the journdlists is the ethical and
professional dilermmas that arise from the
use of new technologies and tools. For
example, the journalists have to decide how
to verify and attribute information that they
obtain from social medic; how to protect
their sources and themselves from digital
threats; how to balance speed and accuracy
in breaking news situations, and how to
engage with their audiences in a respectful
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and constructive manner. However, digital
media also offers many opportunities for the
journalists to enhance their work and reach
new and diverse audiences.

Social media has become a powerful tool for
communication, information, and
entertainment in the digital age. It has also
transformed the field of journalism, creating
new opportunities and challenges for the
newsmen. Some people may think that social
media is a threat to journalism, as anyone
can share news and opinions online, without
the need for professional verification or
ethical standards. However, this is not
necessarily the case. In fact, social media can
help journalists boost their job instead of
losing it, by enhancing their skills, expanding
their reach, and engaging their audience.

Role of journalists in verifying information

Although breaking news has not remained an
exclusive domain of journalists and common
people can give the news, journalists have
ability to confirm a piece of information that
a normal person cannot do that's why they
spread the mis information.

In the age of social media and digital
platforms any more as anyone can share
news or information with others, but not
everyone can verify the accuracy or reliability
of that information. The journalists have the
resources to check the facts and sources of
the information they report, and to correct
any errors or misinformation they find.

KPC Magazine - Annual Edition 2023



Therefore, the newsmen can provide more
trustworthy and credible news than common
people who may spread false or misleading
information.

Use of experts in providing context and
analysis of information

Secondly, a journalist can contact an expert
to get background of the development to
give a complete picture. In other words, the
journalists can also polish their news
reporting by consulting experts who have
specialised knowledge or experience in the
relevant field or topic. The experts can
provide more context, analysis or insight into
the development or event that the reporter
is covering and help him explain it better to
the audience. For example, a journalist can
contact a scientist to get more information
about a new discovery or invention, or a
historian to get more perspective on a
historical event or figure.

Enhancing skills

One of the benefits of social media for the
journdalists is that it can help them enhance
their skills and improve their work. Social
media can provide them with a variety of
sources, perspectives and feedback that can
enrich their reporting and storytelling.

For example, the journalists can use social
media to find and verify breaking news, by
following hashtags, trends and influencers,
and by cross-checking the information with
other users and platforms. They can also use
social media to contact and interview
experts, withesses and stakeholders, who
may not be accessible through conventional
channels. Furthermore, the journalists can
use social media to monitor and respond to
the reactions and comments of their
audiences, which can help them understand
their needs, preferences, and criticisms, and
adjust their content accordingly.

Expanding reach
Social media can also help the newsmen

expand their reach and increase their
visibility. It can enable the journalists to

KPC Magazine - Annual Edition 2023

distribute their content to a wider and more
diverse audience, who may not consume
news through conventional media outlets.
The journdalists can also use social media to
promote their personal brand and reputation
by showcasing their expertise, personality
and values, and by building trust and
credibility with their followers. Additionally,
they can use social media to network and
collaborate with other journalists, media
organisations, and institutions, who can offer
them support, recognition and opportunities.

Engc:ging audience

It can help the journalists engage their
audience and foster a sense of community.
Social media can allow them to interact with
their audience in a more direct and personal
way, by asking questions, soliciting feedback,
sharing opinions, and acknowledging
contributions.

The journdalists can also use social media to
involve their audience in the production and
consumption of news, by inviting them to
participate in polls, surveys, quizzes, live
chats, and crowdsourcing projects.

Moreover, the newsmen can use social media
to create and join online groups, forums, and
communities, where they can exchange ideas,
information, and experiences with their
audience and peers.

Social media is not a threat to journalism, but
rather a valuable resource that can help the
journalists boost their job instead of losing it.
By using social media effectively and
responsibly, the journalists can enhance their
skills, expand their reach, and engage their
audience, and thus, contribute to the quality
and diversity of journalism in the digital age.

Usman Hanif is a senior journalist, covers
business and trade for Geo Digital.
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